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REL 270 World Religions 

Winter 2020 
 

 

Instructor Name:  Chang-Han Kim, Ph.D. 

Contact Information:  Chang-Han_Kim@boothuc.ca 

  (403) 689-4289 

Duration:  January 13, 2020–April 9, 2020 

Delivery Mode:  Online 

Credits:  3 Credit Hours 

Prerequisites:  None 

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: March 6, 2020 

Time Extension Deadline:  March 27, 2020 

 

 

Course Description  

 

This course examines a number of religions across the globe. As an introduction to the sacred 

beliefs and practices of the East and the West, it highlights the continuing role and relevance of 

religion in diverse societies throughout the world. Rather than seeking to judge other religions, 

this course will provide a balanced perspective on religious traditions within their own contexts. 

 

Course Objectives 
 

By the end of this course students should be able to 

 

 describe the historical development of world religions  

 explain the contemporary beliefs and practices of world religions 

 discuss the significance of religion in societies around the globe 

 analyze religions in terms of their differences and similarities  

 appreciate Christian perspectives on religious pluralism 
 

 

Required Text 
 

Fisher, Mary Pat, and Robin Rinehart. Living Religions. 10th ed. Boston: Pearson, 2017 (E-Book 

or Print Book).  Electronic ISBN: 9780134169248    Print ISBN: 978-0134168975 
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Course Topics and Reading Schedule 
 

Attendance is crucial to follow the course schedule listed below. Students are strongly advised to 

have access to the REL 270 online at least once during the week days (Please utilize the weekly 

schedule listed below as a helpful guide). 

 

Week Topic Fisher & Rinehart Readings 

1. Jan. 14 Introduction to Religion Chapter 1: Religious Responses, 

pp. 1-32 

2. Jan. 21 Indigenous Sacred Ways Chapter 2: Indigenous Sacred Ways,  

pp. 33-71 

3. Jan. 28 Hinduism  Chapter 3: Hinduism, pp. 72-118 

 

4. Feb. 4 Hinduism Chapter 3: Hinduism, pp. 72-118  

 

5. Feb. 11 Buddhism Chapter 5: Buddhism, pp. 136-186 

 

6. Feb. 17–21 

 

Reading Week  

 
 

7. Feb. 25 

 

Buddhism Chapter 5: Buddhism, pp. 136-186 

8. Mar. 2–6  

 

    Mar. 3  

Mid-Term Exam 
 

Zoroastrianism 

 

 

Chapter 7a (Revel): Zoroastrianism, 

 pp. 242-249 

9. Mar. 10   Judaism Chapter 8: Judaism, pp. 250-304 

 

10. Mar. 17  Islam Chapter 10: Islam, pp. 374-431 

 

11. Mar. 24 Sikhism Chapter 11: Sikhism, pp. 432-455 

 

12. Mar. 31  Christian Responses to 

Other Religions 

Chapter 13: Religion in the Twenty-First 

Century, pp. 494-519 

 

 

Course Requirements  

 

 All assignments must be typed, double spaced and include a cover page (with your name, 

the title of the assignment, and the date of submission). All work should be proofread 

carefully before submission, because grammatical and spelling errors will have some 

bearing upon the grades you receive.  

 

 All assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. CST on the date assigned. All written assignments 

(reflection paper and research essay) must be submitted to the instructor via email. Late 

assignments will be penalized 5% per day unless prior arrangements have been made 

with the instructor.  

 

 No make-up assignments will be given to those who receive a low or failing grade on any 

course requirement, but all students will have the option of completing one bonus 
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assignment worth up to 2.5%. Please contact the instructor if you want to complete a 

bonus assignment.    

 

 Deferred mid-term exams will only be arranged in extreme cases (to be determined by the 

instructor). Deferred final exams are governed by the academic policies spelled out in the 

Booth University College Academic Calendar (p. 26). In any event, a student MUST 

contact the instructor within 24 HOURS of a missed exam. 

 

 Please note: 

 

1) Students must be familiar with My Boothonline, the Booth University College online 

course system (https://myboothonline.boothuc.ca/).  

 

2) At the beginning of this course, students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. 

 

 

Online Discussion Forums (Participation) 

 

This course is premised on the conviction that participation is an important component of the 

learning process. In order to facilitate meaningful interaction, students must contribute to three 

online discussion forums hosted on the course website. For each forum a student must post an 

entry (150 words) and then reply to the posts of two other students (100 words). Entries will be 

judged for their relevance, thoughtfulness, grammar, and length.  

  

Due Dates: January 17 (11:59 pm CST); February 14 (11:59 pm CST); March 13 (11:59 pm CST) 

Value: Each forum is worth 5% (3 x 5% = 15%) 

 

 

Reflection Paper on Religion in the News (Hinduism Paper OR Islam Paper) 

 

Please write a 700-word summary and analysis of a relatively recent religious issue in the news 

media. Your paper should deal with an issue related to Hinduism or an issue related to Islam. 

Further instructions and expectations about this short paper will be posted on the course website. 

 

Due Date:  January 31 (11:59 pm CST), Hinduism paper 

                  OR March 20 (11:59 pm CST), Islam paper   

Value: 10 %   

 

 

Mid-Term Exam  

 

Format: Multiple Choice, True and False (based on all the material covered in the classes and the 

readings between January 14 and February 25). 

 

Please note: All students living in Winnipeg or within a 60 km radius of Winnipeg are required 

to write their mid-term exam on campus. Students who live beyond a 60 km radius of the city are 

permitted to write their exam remotely. In order to do so, students must arrange for an invigilator 

to oversee the exam-writing process and ensure that Booth UC standards are upheld. Invigilators 

must not be a relative, friend, another Booth UC student, or a person living at the same address 

https://myboothonline.boothuc.ca/
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as the students. Students must provide their invigilator's name, phone number, address, and email 

address to the School for Continuing Studies once requested. 

 

Date: March 2–6, 2020 (on campus time TBD; scheduled by the School for Continuing Studies). 

Value: 25 %  

 

 

Final Exam  

 

Format: Multiple Choice, True and False (based on all the material covered in the classes and the 

readings between March 3–31). 

 

Please note: All students living in Winnipeg or within a 60 km radius of Winnipeg are required 

to write their final exam on campus. Students who live beyond a 60 km radius of the city are 

permitted to write their exam remotely. In order to do so, students must arrange for an invigilator 

to oversee the exam-writing process and ensure that Booth UC standards are upheld. Invigilators 

must not be a relative, friend, another Booth UC student, or a person living at the same address 

as the students. Students must provide their invigilator's name, phone number, address, and email 

address to the School for Continuing Studies once requested. 

 

Date: Exam Week, April 13–20, 2020 (on campus time TBD; scheduled by the registrar’s 

office). 

Value: 25 %  

 

 

Research Essay 

 

After consultation with the instructor, each student will write a 2000-word research essay on a 

subject covered in the course. The one stipulation is that papers focusing on Christianity be 

comparative in nature (i.e., compare a Christian belief or practice with a belief or practice of 

another religion or address Christian responses to religious pluralism). Essays must utilize 5 

scholarly books and 3 scholarly articles (a total of 8 sources). The following do not count as 

sources: websites and the Fisher and Rinehart textbook. Please make sure that your paper 

includes citations and a bibliography utilizing Chicago, MLA or APA style.  

 

Due Date: April 3 (11:59 pm CST) 

Value: 25 %  

 

 

Summary of Graded Assignments 

 

Course Assignments Weight 

Online Discussion Forums 15 % (3x5%) 

Reflection Paper 10 %  

Mid-term Exam 25 % 

Final Exam 25 % 

Research Essay 25 % 

Total 100 % 
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Letter Grades & Grade Points 

 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade 

of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize, an excellent grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 

demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; 

evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination, very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the 

relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 

some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 

the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 

the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use 

of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

This course, however, will utilize a percentage scale, which will be translated into a letter grade 

consistent with the Booth University College grading system. The following percentage scale 

will be used in grading all assignments: 

 

96-100 = A+    65-69 = C+ 

83-95 = A        60-64 = C 

78-82 = B+      50-59 = D 

70-77 = B        0-49 = F 

 

 

Academic Policies 

Statement on Academic Integrity 

 

Students should be familiar with the University College regulations regarding academic honesty, 

which states in part: 
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Academic Integrity 

 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 

portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the 

student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 

examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 

include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 

from the University College, or other serious consequences. Plagiarism or cheating in a course in 

which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 

action by the University according to its policies. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 

state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted 

directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to 

written material and materials or information from Internet sources. Failure to do so constitutes 

plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an 

assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 

answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment. 

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to 

the Academic Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the 

Academic Dean. 

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 

determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic apeals). 

 

Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 

It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. Any term work that 

has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of final 

exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time, all 

unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 

 

Withdrawal 

Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the 

instructor and contact the Booth University College Registrar at 204 924-4861 and/or your 

program advisor. 

 

 


